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Where have over 2,000 tonnes of smuggled conflict coltan gone?

These looted minerals come from mines in Rubaya in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, which produce 15% of the world’s tantalum, a

key ingredient for electronic products found in smartphones, laptops
and cars around the world.

The Rubaya mines have become a main revenue source for M23’s
brutal warfare in DRC. Seizing vast areas of territory, the armed group
backed by Rwanda’s military has killed thousands and displaced
hundreds of thousands of civilians, abducting and torturing with
impunity.

But once the coltan is smuggled to Rwanda, little is known about who
buys it or where it goes.

In a year-long investigation, Global Witness followed the DRC’s
conflict coltan from the mines across the border and into global supply
chains. We established the complicity of Rwandan officials, as
smuggling reached “unprecedented” levels.

With Rwanda’s coltan exports more than doubling over the past three
years, we identified the seven companies that exported 85% of the
coltan.

Through interviews with coltan smugglers, we found that at least five
of these seven companies buy conflict coltan from DRC, selling it on
through middlemen to smelters in China and Kazakhstan.
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Microsoft office. Icva2 / iStock

In the smelters, the coltan is processed into tantalum. From there, it is
used to manufacture the capacitors that are essential components in
electronic devices.

We found that conflict coltan may have found its way to global brands
including Microsoft, Vodafone, Sony, Amazon, Nvidia, LG Display,
Ericsson, Toyota and Apple — and into products we use every day.

Around 15 years ago, a system took shape in the African Great Lakes
Region that was designed to put an end to minerals financing conflict.
The recent war in DRC is a test case. Our investigation reveals that the
due diligence and traceability systems have failed to break the link
between conflict and natural resources.
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Instead, the traceability system known as ITSCI that many
international companies rely on to keep their supply chains conflict-
free is being used to launder a large share of smuggled coltan. Coltan
connected to the conflict has also likely been introduced into an
alternative system called Better Mining.

The Responsible Minerals Initiative’s audits have failed to detect
conflict coltan in smelters’ supply chains.

Key recommendations:

COMPANIES:

Under the current circumstances we consider that responsible sourcing of coltan from
Rwanda is almost impossible. Therefore, companies should

« Stop buying coltan from Rwanda until M23 has withdrawn troops from the Rubaya
mines unless they have thoroughly scrutinised the coltan before export by directly
checking its origin and grading.

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SHOULD:
« Suspend export of military equipment to Rwanda.

« Make any official development assistance conditional on Rwanda stopping its
support to M23.

« Sanction commanders of M23 and senior Rwandan officials responsible for abuses
as well as companies profiteering from conflict resources.
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The conflict

Eastern DRC has been the scene of a brutal war for nearly three decades. Since around
2022 the fighting has intensified, with many militias operating in parallel.!

Of these, the M23 rebellion in North and South Kivu has drawn the most attention for
its scale, humanitarian impact and geopolitical consequences.?

Backed by between 7,000 and 12,000 Rwandan troops® and advanced weaponry, M23
has seized vast territories in its fight against the Congolese army and allied armed
groups.* This includes the provincial capitals Goma and Bukavu in January and
February 2025 — home together to over 3 million.® The offensive has left thousands
dead and hundreds of thousands displaced.®
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M23 with Rwandan support has vastly increased the area it controls in eastern DRC during the last 2 years. IPIS”

M23 has committed severe human rights abuses including abducting, imprisoning,
torturing and executing civilians, as well as recruiting children “at alarming levels”,
some of which may amount to war crimes according to UN experts.®

It has carried out a systematic campaign of repression in occupied areas, including
extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances and night raids on
hospitals.’
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At the same time, the Congolese army and its allies have committed widespread
looting, sexual violence and killings.!® Both sides have frequently employed heavy
artillery within or near densely populated areas causing heavy civilian casualties."

Group of displaced civilians after M23’s takeover of Goma in 2025. Hugh Kinsella Cunningham / Getty Images

In recent months, the M23 militia has strengthened its control over occupied areas,
including by setting up a repressive parallel administration. It has silenced civil
society actors and replaced traditional leaders with loyalists, often torturing or killing
the former leaders.”
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The coltan mines

Coltan mines in Rubaya. Global Witness

Masisi in North Kivu province is home to some of the world’s richest coltan deposits.

The mines close to Rubaya town supply around 15% of the world’s tantalum demand.™
Tantalum is the metal derived from coltan that is a key component for electronics.”

Since 2023, these lucrative mines have become a war prize for various armed groups, as
they have in previous phases of the wars in DRC.! The UN reported incursions in the
Rubaya mines by various Congolese armed groups throughout 2023.”

At first, M23 showed little interest in minerals as a source of finance or a strategic
objective.’®

Then, in late 2023, the M23 rebel group seized control of main transport routes around
Rubaya.!”” By April 2024, it had captured the Rubaya mines, monopolising coltan
exports.?

Since then, coltan has become a major - if not the main - source of funding for M23.!

In March 2025, M23 designated Erasto Bahati as Governor of North Kivu in its parallel
administration. Bahati is the key person behind the group’s illegal mining and
minerals smuggling since the takeover of the Rubaya mines.*
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In his new role, Bahati has selected M23-friendly traders to smuggle minerals to
Rwanda and has run a taxation system at mining and trading sites.? The price for the
coltan and the taxes are sometimes

pre-paid by buyers.*

Traders pay “taxes” on coltan which
includes US$4 per kilo to M23 and
US$3 per kilo to the Rwandan
government.” En route, traders need
to show the receipt for the tax
payment to M23 at roadblocks and at
the border in order to pass.?

Exporters often pay traders for the
smuggled coltan via the BPR Bank
Rwanda according to a trader.”’ BPR
Bank did not respond to a request
from Global Witness to comment.

By collecting taxes on coltan
production and trade,”® M23 has
generated US$800,000 every month
since May 2024 according to a UN

estimate.”

Children working at Rubaya mines. Global
Witness

Taxes requested by M23 as displayed in Mubambiro. Global Witness

In February 2025, M23 also expanded its reach in
neighbouring South Kivu province, seizing major
trade routes®® and looting hundreds of tonnes of 3T
minerals from warehouses. 3T minerals are coltan,
cassiterite and wolframite, named after the metals
tantalum, tin and tungsten which are derived from
them.?! By the end of 2025, M23 controlled around half
of South Kivu’s cassiterite and coltan production, and
over two thirds of its wolframite output.®

A source who works in the artisanal mines in Rubaya
told Global Witness that if they defied M23 orders they
would be beaten and fined.®

Working conditions are dangerous, with at least four
deadly landslides since M23’s takeover®* and evidence
shared with Global Witness showing children working
at the sites.®
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Digging out miners buried by a landslide (screenshot from civil society video)

Mineral smuggling to Rwanda

At least since M23 seized the Rubaya mines, most of the area’s
coltan has been smuggled to Rwanda. UN experts estimate
that between May and October 2024 over 120 tonnes a month
were trafficked to Rwanda, creating the “largest
contamination of mineral supply chains” in the Great Lakes
Region in a decade.”

Smuggling has likely grown even further in 2025.% Within a
year of M23’s takeover, at least 1,400 tonnes of coltan — and
probably much more - have been smuggled from DRC to
Rwanda.®

Many shipments now travel along a route crossing the border
through Goma, which is under M23 control.*°

Motorbikes transporting coltan
from Rubaya. UN Group of
Experts®®

Complicity of Rwandan officials

Rwanda is not only supporting M23’s military operations in DRC and the illegal
minerals trade* but Rwandan officials also facilitate the smuggling.

A coltan smuggler told Global Witness that the Rwandan authorities are fully aware of
what’s happening.*?

10
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Previously, much of the coltan was smuggled through lightly monitored border areas.*
But since M23’s takeover of Goma, much of it now crosses there in plain sight of
Rwandan border officials.** Global Witness has even observed officials recording coltan
coming from the DRC.#

‘ Grande Barriere La Corniche
One Stop Border Post

M23 rebel at “Grande barriére” border post in Goma. AFP via Getty Images

Inside Rwanda, traders usually bring the coltan to Kigali,*¢ although there is evidence
that some goes to Uganda.” Smuggled coltan is often mixed with local production.*8

Once [they have] arrived [in Kigalil, nobody is bothering [about where
the minerals are from*®
COLTAN TRADER

Global Witness found no evidence that Rwandan officials had confiscated any
smuggled coltan in the last two years. The Rwanda Mines, Petroleum and Gas Board
(RMB), the agency governing Rwanda’s mining sector, did not reply to questions from
Global Witness on the matter.

1
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Rwandan coltan exports

Rwandan official figures show that coltan exports have increased more than 2.5 times
between 2021 and 2025, reflecting the smuggling boom.>°

Official Rwandan coltan exports (tonnes)
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1,000
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Source: National Bank of Rwanda o>

Other countries’ imports of Rwandan coltan appear to be even higher at over 2,900
tonnes in 2024. Asymmetries between reported exports of minerals by a country and
other countries’ imports from that country point to potential smuggling.>

Coltan is an important revenue stream for Rwanda, which levies a 5% tax on exports.*
Since 2023, it has become the country’s second largest export earner, after gold.>

The UN, mineral experts and NGOs have continuously pointed out that Rwanda’s
mineral export figures do not correspond with its actual production, even before the
latest surge in exports.® The country has been accused of exporting looted and
smuggled coltan from DRC for over two decades.*®

The Rwanda Development Board (RDB) has declared annual 3T minerals production
between 8,000 to 9,000 tonnes to make it appear possible that the minerals originate in
the country.” Yet, this claim is contradicted by data from the National Institute of
Statistics of Rwanda, independent geological studies and ITSCI records, according to
the UN Group of Experts on DRC.%®

12
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Rwanda’s mining sector is notoriously opaque, with key data withheld that would
reveal profiteering from smuggled minerals. The government doesn’t publish
production figures at the mine level® that would allow experts to check its claims.

Rwanda has repeatedly refused to apply the analytical fingerprint (AFP), a tool
developed by Germany to check the origin of 3T minerals based on their geochemical
composition,® according to a natural resources expert involved in the matter.® This
means that the tool, which cost millions of dollars to develop, has never been applied
for its purpose. Rwanda questioned the reliability of the AFP, despite it being broadly
accepted as a highly effective and precise instrument to verify the origin of minerals.5?

Rwanda also opposed an inquiry into the smuggling of minerals from DRC to Rwanda
by the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region.®

Goma
o o Kigali ]
Rubaya o

o

Dar es-Salaam

N
100 km ‘

Coltan is usually assayed before export,5* which means that its grade of ores or metals
is assessed in a laboratory. This is often done by the company Alex Stewart
International (ASI).% Global Witness has seen an ASI sample with a tantalum grade
rated at over 41%.% For ASI, a company with 20 years working experience in Rwanda,*’
this should have raised red flags, as coltan from Rwanda typically has much lower
grading.® ASI told Global Witness that it is unable to comment on these matters.*

The RMB has not responded to Global Witness’s request for comment.”

13
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Failed due diligence and traceability

There is a legal requirement for Rwandan minerals to be traced before being exported.”

ITSCI is the dominant due diligence and traceability system in Rwanda and until early
2025 all major coltan exporters were members.”

The scheme works by assigning tags with
unique numbers to bags of coltan and other

RW MINE

87651

! )
3T minerals that are supposedly free from . B R A

conflict and human rights abuses. ITSCI
also reports and manages incidents along
supply chains.™

Yet our investigation has found that ITSCI
is instead undermined and used to launder
alarge share of smuggled coltan into
supposedly legitimate supply chains. ITSCl tags used in Rwanda. UNGOE™

Four traders who sell smuggled coltan from

Rubaya to exporters who are ITSCI members told Global Witness that that coltan is
tagged by the scheme, indicating it has no conflict links.” One smuggler explains how
this works, saying:

The [exporting] company in Kigali comes and puts the tags on the

coltan from Masisi and thus it becomes Rwandan coltan™
COLTAN SMUGGLER

In at least two cases, tags were improperly put on bags by the buyers of minerals
themselves’” and not by officials from the RMB, who are responsible for tagging
minerals.”

Another coltan smuggler explained that when he has smuggled minerals he can just
call the Rwandan mining authorities and they bring as many tags as he needs.”

One trader said that he receives tags at the Congolese border town Kibumba.® Tags
legitimise the smuggled minerals for the onward transport to Kigali.®

Laundering 3T minerals through ITSCI is nothing new, as Global Witness revealed in a
2022 report. Ever since the scheme was set up in 2010, it has been used by major
Rwandan exporters to launder large volumes of smuggled minerals from the DRC.%?

Analysis of trade data suggests that since 2024, coltan from Rubaya has partly been
tagged by ITSCI and partly been smuggled out of Rwanda. ITSCI-tagged coltan exports
increased almost precisely as much as Rwandan coltan exports between 2023 and 2024
and made up almost 100% of total Rwandan coltan exports.® Yet, coltan imports

14
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reported by other countries from Rwanda appear to have increased even more than
Rwanda’s official coltan exports in 2024, suggesting that a share of the coltan may have
been smuggled out of Rwanda.?

Analysis of ITSCI’s data shows that the
tantalite share of ITSCI-tagged 3T
minerals exports increased from 21% in
2020 to 31% in 2024.% The surge is
difficult to explain without taking the
increased coltan smuggling from Rubaya
to Rwanda into account.

ITSCI’s incident reporting also indicates
that its members may source smuggled
material .8 In 2025 ITSCI reported 70
incidents related to plausibility concerns
and misuse of tags.?’

Coltan sample shown by a trader. Global Witness

All exporters for which Global Witness has found evidence of buying conflict coltan
have been ITSCI members (see chapter 9), although three have been suspended since
by ITSCI. In early 2026, ITSCI told Global Witness that three additional exporters were
under review and at risk of expulsion and suspension.®

In total ITSCI has suspended or expelled six coltan exporters (although two were
reinstated later, one three months later, the other only a few days later),® one mining
company’® and one tantalum smelter since 2024.%

SLR Consulting’s Better Mining increased its foothold as an alternative traceability
system in Rwanda in 2025. At least two companies Better Mining works with, and a
further one that is going through its onboarding process,® are former ITSCI members
that have been suspended by ITSCL Two of them, Space Mining and Philbert Trading
Minerals (see chapter 9), have sourced conflict coltan during the time they worked with
Better Mining, according to traders we spoke to. We also suspect Sunrise Metal
Company, which is going through Better Mining’s onboarding process, to have bought
conflict minerals.

Unlike ITSCI, Better Mining doesn’t publish the names of its members nor any risks it
has identified in supply chains.

Better Mining has tried to establish itself as an alternative traceability and due
diligence system to ITSCI for over a decade, and Global Witness has reported about
how ITSCI has used unfair means to keep its near monopoly position.** An alternative
traceability provider could play a positive role, if it helped to push the bar higher. Yet, if
Better Mining takes on board companies that source conflict material and have been
suspended from ITSCI, it has the opposite effect.

Furthermore, some companies have started using their own traceability schemes,*
that likely provide even less independent oversight than the established schemes.

15
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ITSCI replied to Global Witness’s request for comment that its system is active and
functioning, referring to its incident reporting, suspensions, letters it wrote to I'TSCI
members alerting them to high risks and requesting explanations about due diligence
measures, collecting additional data at mines for plausibility checks, and directly
addressing exporters when it had concerns, as well as organising trainings.”®

Regarding the increased tantalite share in ITSCI exported minerals, ITSCI told Global
Witness that such aggregated data offers limited insight and that, instead, ITSCI
conducts more effective plausibility assessments at the level of a mine or of single
transaction of minerals. Global Witness has requested granular data on mine
production and supplier transactions from ITSCI, but ITSCI has not shared it, citing
confidentiality.”

ITSCI told Global Witness that it finds the UN’s estimate of 120 tonnes of smuggled
coltan per month between May 2024 and the end of that year questionable, saying
there had only been a 300 tonnes increase of ITSCI-tagged tantalum concentrate in
2024 compared to 2023.8 Yet, this argument does not take into consideration that
smuggling levels were already high before the M23 take-over of the Rubaya mines.*

Furthermore, ITSCI also told Global Witness that it is no longer the dominant
traceability system, seemingly referring to 2025 particularly'® and has previously
denied having a monopoly status.’®! ITSCI has previously denied that its scheme was
used to launder massive volumes of minerals in the past and that it has used unfair
means against Better Mining.!%2

Better Mining denied having tagged conflict-affected coltan. Better Mining wrote that
its due diligence and traceability approach is based on an onboarding processes, a
supply chain evaluation, field-based monitoring, controlled tag issuance, traceability
documentation, and ongoing risk identification within a defined operational
framework as well as audits by a third party. It denied that Global Witness has provided
evidence that conflict-affected material entered the Better Mining traceability system
and requested more granular data. Better Mining also wrote to Global Witness that no
decision whether to take Sunrise Metal Company on board has yet been taken and the
company has not yet received any tags from Better Mining.®

Who sells and buys coltan from Rwanda?

From January 2023 to September 2025, the period covered in this research, just seven
Rwandan companies exported almost 85% of coltan from Rwanda, according to
customs data seen by Global Witness.!%4

16
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Coltan exported Percent of total

(tonnes) volume Cumulative percent
East Group Minerals 1,333 29.70% 29.7%
Sunrise Metal 810 18.10% 47.8%
Company
African Panther 439 9.80% 57.6%
Resources
Tawotin 411 9.20% 66.8%
Kanzamin 362 8.10% 74.9%
Boss Mining 306 6.80% 81.7%
Solution
Philbert Trading 155 3 50% 85 9%

Minerals

Export volumes are based on customs data which may be incomplete and therefore true volumes
may be higher

Source: Global Witness analysis of customs data

The same seven companies dominated Rwandan coltan exports in 2023 and 2024, but
in 2025 some shifts became apparent, with African Panther Resources, Sunrise Metal
Company and Philbert Trading Minerals halting exports.’*> Several other companies
that had not exported any coltan in recent years also started exporting smaller
quantities of coltan.!%¢
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Coltan purchased Percent of total

(tonnes) volume Cumulative percent
Minterra 1,262 27.9% 27.9%
Halcyon 581 13.0% 40.9%
Traxys 567 12.6% 53.5%
East Rise 401 9.0% 62.5%
Corporation
Novacore 296 6.6% 69.1%
Ningxia Orient
Tantalum Industry 234 5.2% T4.3%
Co.

Jiujiang Jinxin Non

o 0o,
Ferrous Metals 211 4.7% 79.0%

Export volumes are based on customs data which may be incomplete and therefore true volumes
may be higher

Source: Global Witness analysis of customs data

From Rwanda, coltan is brought to the ports of Dar es Salam in Tanzania or Mombasa
in Kenya from where it is shipped.'?” Since the start of 2023 until September 2025,
seven companies have been the direct buyers of almost 80% of the coltan exported
from Rwanda.!*®
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Tonnes of coltan traded from Rwanda between January 2023 - September 2025

East Group Minerals Minterra
1333 ¢ 1262t
Other sellers

48 1L Other buyers

BIGt
Kanzamin
362t A
Space Mining Haloyon
423¢ a1t
Better Off Equipment
BiTt
Philbert Trading Minerals

B6t

OTIC
Sunrise Metal Company 2341

810t Jiujiang Jinxin NFM

2Nt
African Panther Resources Traxys
43at BETt
—~—
Rani Ml_lll:gl';g — / w iujiang Tanbre Co.
2t G651t
v
Tawotin e East Rise Corporation
M2t ~ 40t

sensse . I, -
306t rac -4

Modes represent exporters and buyers of coltan registered as originating from Rwanda. Link width represents relative weight of traded coltan.

Source: Global Witness analysis of customs and trade data. Mote that trade volumes are based on customs data which may be incomplete and
therefore true volumes may be higher.

Which companies are buying conflict coltan?

Global Witness has found direct evidence that at least five of the seven largest
Rwandan coltan exporters have bought conflict coltan from DRC’s Rubaya mines:

African Panther Resources, Sunrise Metal Company, Boss Mining Solution,
Kanzamin and Philbert Trading Minerals.

We found that smaller exporters Space Mining and Rani Mining also bought conflict
coltan from Rubaya.

There are indications that other companies may also have sold conflict coltan to
international markets. ITSCI has reported incidents indicating fraudulent practices
about several exporters. Furthermore, a few companies have in the past been involved
in smuggling minerals.
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Below, we set out evidence of the connections between these Rwandan coltan
exporters and the Rubaya mines in the DRC. We also examine the role of the trading
companies that sell the coltan to smelters, where it is processed into tantalum.

Our investigation found that traders often have the same directors or owners as the
exporters they buy from, particularly if they have exclusive trading relationships.'*
This raises the question of what value a trading company adds if it belongs to the same
entity as the exporter. The likely reason for sending minerals to a trader instead of the
smelter that will process them is to obscure the supply chain — a view that is supported
by industry sources Global Witness has spoken to.1°

Due diligence requirements

The OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from
Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas is the internationally recognised standard for
responsible sourcing, which has been developed in the context of the wars in DRC. The
Guidance sets out a five-step process that companies are supposed to follow when
sourcing minerals from conflict and high-risk areas. Companies need to immediately
disengage from suppliers that have a reasonable risk of being connected to conflict
and/or serious human rights abuses.!!

OECD’'s @-STEP FRAMEWORK

o (2] 3] o (5]

Carry out Report annually
independent on supply chain
third-party audit due diligence
of supply chain

due diligence

Establish strong Identify and Design and
company assess risk in implement a
management the supply chain strategy to
systems respond to
identified risks

<

Rwandan coltan exporters

KANZAMIN
Kanzamin Limited has been in the minerals trading business for well over a decade,
operating under the name Trading Services Logistics Limited until 2023.112

Run by Donat Ndagijimana and chaired by Dany Nzaramba, both Rwandan
nationals,'® the company and its owner bought smuggled 3T minerals from DRC in
2012 according to the UN.'* According to a former Rwandan Defense Force officer, as
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far back as the 2000s Dany Nzaramba was selling smuggled minerals as part of the
Congo Desk,™> a military unit led by James Kabarebe that was used to plunder DRC’s
natural resources.!®

Four traders confirmed to Global Witness
that they have sold coltan from the mines
in Rubaya to Kanzamin. Three of them
did so during the M23 occupation and the
other immediately before the occupation,
at a time when other armed groups were
making incursions into the mines."

An employee of Kanzamin also confirmed
that the company buys coltan from
Rubaya.!® Kanzamin has even set up a
small laboratory in Rubaya where the
tantalum concentration of ores can be
measured (see photo), they said.!"”

Kanzamin halted coltan exports from
Rwanda at the end of 2024,'%° after a series
of ITSCI incidents indicating fraudulent
practices. This included one at the highest
level, ' which under ITSCI guidance
The results of a coltan sample analysed in Kanzamin’s Rubaya re quires immediate attention and
lab. Global Witness . R

requires buyers to potentially
disengage.!*?

Implausible amounts of minerals had been found in a depot of one of Kanzamin’s
suppliers.'® There were also longstanding instances of higher-than-expected levels of
coltan in lots where coltan was mixed with cassiterite from five of Kanzamin’s
suppliers.14

Despite these incidents, ITSCI has not suspended Kanzamin.'* The company resumed
exports from Rwanda in July 20256 and continued to buy conflict coltan according to
traders who spoke to Global Witness.'

Kanzamin sold conflict coltan to Halcyon Inc. in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in
2025.128 It also sold coltan to another company until the end of 2024, Hong Kong-based
Specialty Metals Resources, but Global Witness has no evidence that this coltan was
linked to conflict.
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Halcyon also bought coltan from
other Rwandan exporters (see
sections below). Halcyon’s
principal is Rajan
Sureshchandra Karia'®® but the
company is closely connected to
the Kotecha family, which has
previously been accused of
buying conflict minerals from
the DRC (see box below).

Halcyon confirmed to Global

Witness that it has bought coltan

from Kanzamin but denied that the coltan came from Rubaya. It referred to KYC
reviews, supply-chain documentation, its announced and unannounced site visits in
DRC and Rwanda in 2025 and risk mitigation measures, which included
disengagement from Kanzamin until receiving evidence that its due diligence
mechanisms have been strengthened.®® Halcyon wrote that Global Witness hasn’t
provided transaction-level evidence demonstrating that material purchased by
Halcyon originated from Rubaya.”®! Kanzamin has not replied to Global Witness’s
request to comment.!*?

The Kotecha family’s minerals business in the African Great Lakes Region

The Kotecha family has been in the minerals trading business in the Great Lakes region
for three generations.'® For decades, companies owned by the family have been
accused of buying conflict minerals from DRC.

Back in 2002, a UN report alleged that the family was part of both a Burundian and
Indo-Pakistani network of criminal actors.’®* Another UN report accused Ramnik O.
Kotecha of using his role as a US honorary consul in Bukavu in eastern DRC to facilitate
“the purchase of illegal minerals”.!*> Then, in 2008, UN experts reported that a
company called Afrimex run by Ramnik’s son Ketankumar Kotecha®*® bought conflict
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